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PREFACE  
  

The Los Lunas Development Process Manual (DPM) is intended to clarify the development 
process of the Village and answer commonly asked questions for both the private and public 
sectors. The development process is delineated in the DPM from initial land use proposals to the 
completion of a project. Using this manual will facilitate compliance with legal requirements and 
sound professional judgment by design professionals while highlighting professional obligations 
and responsibilities of Village staff and the development community.  
  
The intent of the DPM is to emphasize development activities which occur most frequently, 
although there is no way to adequately address all development aspects or questions within all 
proposals. Any problems or questions that arise will be handled by staff on a case-by-case basis.  
  
Before submitting an application for any permit, developers are strongly encouraged to consult 
with the planning staff to minimize development planning costs, avoid misunderstanding or 
misinterpretation, and ensure compliance with the requirements of the village regulations.  
Reapplication consultation between the developer and the planning staff is encouraged or 
required as provided in this section.  
 
Navigating the Document 
The DPM is available in both print and PDF form.  Throughout the document, references are 
made to applicable sections of the municipal code, which is available online through Municode.  
In the PDF version of the DPM, links are provided throughout the document to the referenced 
section.   
 
Municode can also be accessed through the Village website, www.loslunasnm.gov, under the 
“Residents” tab.  Additionally, all forms and applications are available at the Village of Los Lunas 
Community Development Department, located at 660 Main St. NW, Los Lunas NM, 87031, and 
can be found on the village website under Forms and Applications.  If no internet access is 
available, the community development department staff will be happy to print any form or 
section of the municipal code needed.   
  
 
 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.56SICO
http://www.loslunasnm.gov/
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VOLUME 1: 

PROCEDURE 
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Chapter 1: Procedures Overview 
Determining Procedures  

All development projects require the completion of various separate applications and 

procedures in order to secure final approval. Many of these procedures are related, but there 

are decision points throughout the process that may or may not require approval of the Village. 

The Decision Tree takes the applicant from the first step through each subsequent step to final 

approval.  
  

 

Figure 1: Development Process Decision Tree 
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Permissible Uses 

All proposed developments must be allowed in the zone in which they are proposed, whether 

the current zoning allows the proposed land use as a permissible use, conditional use, or 

designated use. The Table of Permissible Uses (see Appendix C) is a guide for determining what 

land uses are permitted outright in which zones, and what land uses require an additional 

conditional or designated use permit.  If the proposed land use is not permitted at all, the 

applicant must apply and be approved for a zone map amendment in order to proceed with the 

development.  Refer to Chapter 2: Land Use Procedures for explanations of how to obtain a 

conditional or designated use permit or zone map amendment. 

 

Once all zoning approvals are finalized, the applicant can move to the next step as outlined in 

the Decision Tree.  Any land uses not specifically referenced in the Table of Permissible Uses 

require a zoning determination, which can be obtained by contacting the Community 

Development Department. 

 

Subdivision of Land 

Assuming the proposed use is permissible, or that the required permits or zone map 

amendments have been obtained in order to proceed with the proposed use, it may still be 

necessary to subdivide the land or otherwise alter the parcel boundaries.  If this is the case, the 

correct subdivision procedure is determined by the scale of the subdivision.  Refer to Chapter 3: 

Subdivision Procedures for information on Summary Procedure, Minor Subdivision Procedure, 

and Major Subdivision Procedure.   

 

Regardless of which subdivision procedure is utilized, no subdivision or other alteration of 

parcel boundaries is complete until the approved plat has been recorded with Valencia County.  

Once the plat has been recorded, the developer may proceed with securing permits for 

buildings and signs, and finally with obtaining a business registration. 

 

Building Permits 

A building permit must be obtained prior to the construction of any structure.  New Mexico 

Construction Industries Division (NMCID) reviews, issues and performs inspections for all 

building permits within the Village of Los Lunas jurisdiction.  Before applications can be 

submitted to NMCID, the Village provides the initial review through our Zoning Approval 

Application, to ensure the applications meet Los Lunas zoning and floodplain requirements, and 

to assess any Village fees. 
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Business Registrations 

Any business operating within the Village limits must apply for a business registration with the 

Village, in addition to any other required NM state approvals or licenses. 

 

Persons that may submit permit applications  

The owner or lessees of property may submit permit applications. The administrator may 

require an applicant to submit evidence of his authority to submit the application whenever 

there appears to be a reasonable basis for questioning authority.  

 

Complete applications 

All applications must be complete before the permit-issuing authority is required to consider 

the application. An application is complete when it contains all of the information that is 

necessary for the permit-issuing authority to decide whether or not the development, if 

completed as proposed will comply with all the requirements of this title.  

 

Permit revocation 
A conditional or designated use permit may be revoked by the permit issuing authority if the 

permit recipient fails to develop or maintain the property in accordance with the plans 

submitted, the requirements of this title, or any additional requirements lawfully imposed by 

the permit-issuing authority.  
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Chapter 2: Land Use Procedures 
 

Conditional Use Permits 

If a proposed use is listed as a conditional use on the Table of Permissible Uses, then the 

developer must obtain a conditional use permit.  The approval or denial of conditional use 

permits is decided by the Planning and Zoning Commission.  An application for a conditional use 

permit must be submitted to the planning commission by filing a copy of the application with 

the administrator in the community development department.   

 

An application for a conditional use permit must include a completed application form, signed 

by the property owner, along with a valid proof of ownership.  The application must also 

include a site plan, with all of the following information: 

1. Name and address of persons or agent proposing the conditional or special use;  

2. Scale and north arrow;  

3. Existing structures and conditions of the site and the adjoining property;  

4. Easements of the site;  

5. Public right-of-way on and adjacent to the site;  

6. Utilities on and adjacent to the site;  

7. Legal description of the site;  

8. Zoning and existing land use of adjacent properties;  

9. Location map showing relation to village limits; and  

10. Proposed use and proposed location of structures on site.  

 

Upon receipt of a complete application, the application fee will be assessed as per the fee 

schedule in Appendix E.  Applicants will also be invoiced for the cost to provide notice of public 

hearing. 

Conditional use permits are approved through a public hearing process, and community 

development department staff can only advise whether the department would recommend 

approval of the application, not whether the application will be approved.  Applications for all 

public hearings are received on a two-week cycle.  The final decision for conditional use permits 

will be approximately six weeks from the application closeout date.  See Appendix F for the 

current Application Closeout and Public Hearing Schedule. 

Full requirements and regulations for conditional use permits can be found in the Zoning 

Ordinance, Chapters 17.16 – Designated and Conditional Use Permits and 17.24 – Hearing 

Procedures for Appeals and Applications. 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.16DEUSCOUSPE
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.24HEPRAPAP
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.24HEPRAPAP
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Designated Use Permits 

If a proposed use is listed as a designated use on the Table of Permissible Uses, then the 

developer must obtain a designated use permit.  The approval or denial of designated use 

permits is decided by the Village Council.  An application for a designated use permit must be 

submitted to the village council by filing a copy of the application with the administrator in the 

community development department.   

 

An application for a designated use permit must include a completed application form, signed 

by the property owner, along with a valid proof of ownership.  The application must also 

include a site plan, with all of the following information: 

1. Name and address of persons or agent proposing the conditional or special use;  

2. Scale and north arrow;  

3. Existing structures and conditions of the site and the adjoining property;  

4. Easements of the site;  

5. Public right-of-way on and adjacent to the site;  

6. Utilities on and adjacent to the site;  

7. Legal description of the site;  

8. Zoning and existing land use of adjacent properties;  

9. Location map showing relation to village limits; and  

10. Proposed use and proposed location of structures on site.  

 

Upon receipt of a complete application, the application fee will be assessed as per the fee 

schedule in Appendix E.  Applicants will also be invoiced for the cost to provide notice of public 

hearing. 

Designated use permits are approved through a public hearing process, and community 

development department staff can only advise whether the department would recommend 

approval of the application, not whether the application will be approved.  Applications for all 

public hearings are received on a two-week cycle.  The final decision for designated use permits 

will be approximately eight weeks from the application closeout date.    See Appendix F for the 

current Application Closeout and Public Hearing Schedule. 

Full requirements and regulations for designated use permits can be found in the Zoning 

Ordinance, Chapters 17.16 – Designated and Conditional Use Permits and 17.24 – Hearing 

Procedures for Appeals and Applications. 

 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.16DEUSCOUSPE
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.24HEPRAPAP
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.24HEPRAPAP
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Zone Map Amendments 

If a proposed use is not listed in the current zone as a permissible, conditional, or designated 

use on the Table of Permissible Uses, then the developer may pursue a zone map amendment, 

or zone change.  The approval or denial of zone changes is decided by the Village Council.  An 

application for a zone change must be submitted to the village council by filing a copy of the 

application with the administrator in the community development department.   

 

An application for a zone change must include a completed application form, signed by the 

property owner, along with a valid proof of ownership.  The application must also include a site 

plan, with all of the following information: 

1. Name and address of person or agent proposing the amendment; 

2. Scale and north arrow;  

3. Benchmark locations;  

4. Existing conditions of the site and the adjoining property;  

5. Easements on the site;  

6. Public right-of-way on and adjacent to the site;  

7. Utilities on and adjacent to the site;  

8. Legal description of the site;  

9. Zoning of adjacent property;  

10. Location map showing relation to village limits;  

11. Exact location of structures on site; and  

12. Proposed use.  

 

Upon receipt of a complete application, the application fee will be assessed as per the fee 

schedule in Appendix E.  Applicants will also be invoiced for the cost to provide notice of public 

hearing. 

Zone changes are approved through a public hearing process, and community development 

department staff can only advise whether the department would recommend approval of the 

application, not whether the application will be approved.  Applications for all public hearings 

are received on a two-week cycle.  The final decision for zone changes will be approximately 

eight weeks from the application closeout date.    See Appendix F for the current Application 

Closeout and Public Hearing Schedule. 

Full requirements and regulations for zone map amendments can be found in the Zoning 

Ordinance, Chapters 17.64 – Amendments and 17.24 – Hearing Procedures for Appeals and 

Applications. 

 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.64AM
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.24HEPRAPAP
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.24HEPRAPAP


8 
Los Lunas Development Process Manual                                                                                                 January 01, 2025 

Special Use Zone Map Amendments 

Certain uses are listed as permissible in the S-U, or Special Use, zone in the Table of Permissible 

Uses, and in many cases, it may make sense for a developer to pursue the requirements of the 

S-U zone to proceed with the proposed development.  The S-U zone differs from other zones in 

that once S-U zoning is approved for a parcel, it is only approved for the specific proposed use.  

All uses listed as permissible in the S-U zone are not allowed in every S-U zoned parcel; the use 

is only allowed in the parcel listed on the application for which the S-U zone is proposed. 

 

If a proposed use is listed as a permissible in the S-U (Special Use) zone in the Table of 

Permissible Uses, and the developer intends to pursue this zone designation in order to 

develop, then the developer must obtain a zone map amendment to the S-U zone.  The 

approval or denial of all zone changes, including those to the S-U zone, are decided by the 

Village Council.  An application for an S-U zone change must be submitted to Council by filing a 

copy of the application with the administrator in the community development department.   

 

An application for an S-U zone change must include a completed application form, signed by 

the property owner, along with a valid proof of ownership.  The application must include a site 

plan, as per the requirements for all zone changes listed in the previous section.  In addition, 

the application must include a development plan with the following information: 

1. Boundaries and topography of the property to be developed; 

2. Proposed size, location and use of all structures, signs, parking and loading areas, 

drainage facilities, landscaping and traffic and pedestrian circulation routes; and 

3. Existing location uses and size of structures on adjacent properties within two hundred 

feet of the proposed S-U boundary. 

 

Upon receipt of a complete application, the application fee will be assessed as per the fee 

schedule in Appendix E.  Applicants will also be invoiced for the cost to provide notice of public 

hearing. 

S-U zone changes are approved through a public hearing process, and community development 

department staff can only advise whether the department would recommend approval of the 

application, not whether the application will be approved.  Applications for all public hearings 

are received on a two week cycle.  The final decision for S-U zone changes will be approximately 

eight weeks from the application closeout date.   See Appendix F for the current Application 

Closeout and Public Hearing Schedule. 

Requirements and regulations for all zone changes can be found in the Zoning Ordinance, 

Chapters 17.64 – Amendments and 17.24 – Hearing Procedures for Appeals and Applications, 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.64AM
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.24HEPRAPAP
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and additional requirements for S-U zone changes can be found in §17.44.200 – SU zone 

change procedures. 

 

Variances 

A variance is only intended for situations in which the strict enforcement of the Zoning 

Ordinance will result in an unavoidable hardship for the applicant.  The approval or denial of 

variances is decided by the Planning and Zoning Commission.  An application for a variance 

must be submitted to the commission by filing a copy of the application with the administrator 

in the community development department.   

 

An application for a variance must include a completed application form, signed by the property 

owner, along with a valid proof of ownership.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to 

additionally provide sufficient evidence that a hardship is present.  In order for the commission 

to grant a variance, the evidence must demonstrate the following: 

1. If the applicant complies strictly with the provisions of this title, he can make no 

reasonable use of his property; 

2. The hardship relates to the applicant’s land, rather than personal circumstances; 

3. The hardship is unique, rather than one shared by many surrounding properties; 

4. The hardship is not the result of the applicant’s own actions; and 

5. The variances will not result in the extension of a nonconforming use or structure. 

 

Upon receipt of a complete application, the application fee will be assessed as per the fee 

schedule in Appendix E.  Applicants will also be invoiced for the cost to provide notice of public 

hearing. 

Variances are approved through a public hearing process, and community development 

department staff can only advise whether the department would recommend approval of the 

application, not whether the application will be approved.  Applications for all public hearings 

are received on a two week cycle.  The final decision for variances will be approximately six 

weeks from the application closeout date.    See Appendix F for the current Application 

Closeout and Public Hearing Schedule. 

Full requirements and regulations for variances can be found in the Zoning Ordinance, Chapters 

17.20 – Appeals, Variances, Interpretations and 17.24 – Hearing Procedures for Appeals and 

Applications. 

 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.44SUUSRE_17.44.200SUZOCHPR
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.44SUUSRE_17.44.200SUZOCHPR
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.20APVAIN
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.24HEPRAPAP
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.24HEPRAPAP
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Chapter 3: Subdivision Procedures 
Overview 

The appropriate subdivision procedure for any case depends on the scale and complexity of the 

subdivision, lot split, or plat amendment.  The most basic procedure is Summary Procedure, an 

abridged administrative approval for small-scale land divisions or plat amendments that is 

authorized by NM State Statute §3-20-8.  The most complex procedure is Major Subdivision 

Procedure, which is required for all subdivision in which more than 10 lots and significant 

public road and infrastructure will be created.  An intermediate procedure called Minor 

Subdivision Procedure can be authorized at the discretion of the Community Development 

Director for certain subdivisions which do not meet the criteria for Summary Procedure, but 

do not require the full review of Major Subdivision Procedure.  In certain cases when all or a 

portion of a plat needs to be vacated in a manner that does not require a plat amendment, 

Plat Vacation Procedure can be utilized.  All subdivision applications, regardless of procedure, 

require a Preapplication Meeting.  A discussion of the requirements for each procedure 

follows, and further overview information can be found in the Subdivision Ordinance, Chapter 

16.04 – General Provisions.   

 

Preapplication Procedure 

All applications for subdivisions, plat amendments, or plat vacations shall request and attend 

a preapplication meeting.  This meeting must be held no earlier than three months prior to 

the submission of a complete application, and provides an opportunity for the subdivider to 

review draft plans with the community development department in order to better ensure a 

complete and successful application.  A location map along with at least a sketch plan and any 

written information about the proposed subdivision must be provided at the preapplication 

meeting.   

 

Full requirements and regulations for Preapplication Procedure can be found in the 

Subdivision Ordinance, Chapter 16.16 – Preapplication Procedure. 

 

Summary Procedure 

Summary procedure is an administrative subdivision procedure authorized by NM State 

Statute, and can be utilized when the following conditions are met:   

A. It is prepared for land which has not been subdivided or amended through summary 

procedure in the previous two years, and 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT16SU_CH16.04GEPR
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT16SU_CH16.04GEPR
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT16SU_CH16.16PRPR
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B. It is an initial subdivision which not increase the total number of parcels of land by 

more than two, provided that no streets or other public areas are created through the 

plat which are intended to be dedicated for public maintenance, or 

C. It is an amendment to a previously recorded plat which does not increase the total 

number of parcels of land by more than two, or in which the total number of parcels 

remains the same or is decreased, provided that street and other public land 

dedications and utility easements remain the same as on the original plat, or 

D. It is an initial subdivision or plat amendment which subdivides two or more parcels of 

land in areas zoned for industrial use, provided that no streets or other public areas 

are created through the plat which are intended to be dedicated for public 

maintenance. 

 

Summary procedure is an administrative approval process, and the final decision is made by the 

community development director.  An application for summary plat must be submitted to the 

community development director by filing a copy of the application with the administrator in 

the community development department.  Upon receipt of a complete application, the 

application fee will be assessed as per the fee schedule in Appendix E.   

 

Applications for summary procedure will be process as soon as a complete application is 

received.  Final decision for summary procedure will typically be given within two weeks.  If 

approved, the plat must be recorded with the county clerk’s office before the parcels created or 

amended considered legally-defined.   

 

Full requirements and regulations for summary procedure, including requirements for 

information that must be included on surveyed plats, can be found in the Subdivision 

Ordinance, Chapter 16.20 – Summary Procedure. 

 

Minor Subdivision Procedure 

Minor subdivision procedure is an intermediate subdivision procedure, which can be 

authorized at the discretion of the community development director when a subdivision 

application meets the criteria listed below, or when a plat that otherwise conforms to the 

requirements of summary procedure would require a further public review:  

 

A. It is prepared for land which has not been subdivided or amended through summary 

procedure or minor subdivision procedure in the previous two years, and 

B. It either does not increase the total number of parcels of land by more than ten (create 

more than ten lots on any single parcel of land), or results in the same number of total 

parcels, or results in a decrease in the total number of parcels, and 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT16SU_CH16.20SUPR
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1. It does not include any lots that do not have street frontage, and 

2. It does not require the installation of any significant infrastructure, and  

3. If easements are to be terminated through the plat, it is clear that all 

benefited and burdened parties agree to the easement termination. 

 

The applicant will be notified at the time of preapplication meeting whether the community 

development director will require minor subdivision procedure to be followed.  Minor 

subdivisions are approved through a public hearing process, and community development 

department staff can only advise whether the department would recommend approval of the 

application, not whether the application will be approved.  Applications for all public hearings 

are received on a two-week cycle, and the final decision for minor subdivisions will be 

approximately eight weeks from the application closeout date.    See Appendix F for the current 

Application Closeout and Public Hearing Schedule.  If approved, the plat must be recorded with 

the county clerk’s office before the parcels created or amended considered legally-defined.   

 

An application for minor subdivision procedure must be submitted to the community 

development director by filing a copy of the application with the administrator in the 

community development department.  Upon receipt of a complete application, the application 

fee will be assessed as per the fee schedule in Appendix E.   

 

Area Plans 

Any application for an area plan will follow the public hearing timeline and fee schedule 

established by minor subdivision procedure.  However, as area plans are not legal subdivisions, 

the plat submission requirements do not apply.  The community development department will 

advise on the exhibits to be submitted for an area plan.  In addition, if the area plan in question 

establishes or modifies a special use zone, the procedure for special use amendments, as 

outlined in the preceding chapter, will also apply.  

 

Full requirements and regulations for minor subdivision procedure, including requirements for 

information that must be included on surveyed plats, can be found in the Subdivision 

Ordinance, Chapter 16.24 – Minor Subdivision Procedure. 

 

Major Subdivision Procedure 

Major subdivision procedure is the full, two-part procedure that must be utilized for any 

subdivision which does not meet the requirements of either summary procedure or minor 

subdivision procedure.  It consists of an initial application for preliminary plat and a second 

application for final plat.  Major subdivisions generally include construction of public road and 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT16SU_CH16.24MISUPR
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utility improvements, and because of this, require review from village engineers in addition to 

village staff, planning and zoning commission, and village council.   

 

Figure 2: Major Subdivision Approval Process 
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Preliminary Plat 

Preliminary plat is the first step of major subdivision procedure.  Applications for preliminary 

plat are approved through a public hearing process, and community development department 

staff can only advise whether the department would recommend approval of the application, 

not whether the application will be approved.  Applications for all public hearings are received 

on a two-week cycle, and the final decision for preliminary plat will be approximately five to six 

weeks from the application closeout date.    See Appendix F for the current Application 

Closeout and Public Hearing Schedule.  An application for preliminary plat must be submitted to 

the community development director by filing a copy of the application with the administrator 

in the community development department.  Upon receipt of a complete application, the 

application fee will be assessed as per the fee schedule in Appendix E.   

 

Approval of the preliminary plat does not constitute approval of the subdivision; a final plat 

must be approved and recorded with Valencia County before the parcels and rights-of-way 

created are of legal record.  However, the preliminary plat is considered the substantive 

decision point in the major subdivision approval process, and authorizes the subdivider to begin 

construction of public improvements that will be dedicated either concurrently with the final 

plat, or following approval of the final plat with an approved financial guarantee.  Approval of a 

preliminary plat is effective for one year unless extended by the commission.   

 

Full requirements and regulations for preliminary plat, including requirements for information 

that must be included on surveyed plats, construction documents, and any additional 

documents that may be required, can be found in the Subdivision Ordinance, Chapter 16.28 – 

Major Subdivision Procedure- Preliminary Plat. 

 

Final Plat 

Final plat is the final step of major subdivision procedure, unless public infrastructure 

improvements are not ready for dedication at the time of the final plat hearing; in this case a 

financial guarantee must be approved to allow improvements to be completed and dedicated 

at a later date.  Applications for final plat are approved through a public hearing process by 

village council, and community development department staff can only advise whether the 

department would recommend approval of the application, not whether the application will be 

approved.  However, applications for final plat that do not deviate from the approved 

preliminary plat are highly unlikely to be denied.  Applications for all public hearings are 

received on a two-week cycle, and the final decision for final plat will be approximately five to 

six weeks from the application closeout date.    See Appendix F for the current Application 

Closeout and Public Hearing Schedule.  An application for final plat must be submitted to the 

community development director by filing a copy of the application with the administrator in 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT16SU_CH16.28MASUPRREPL
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT16SU_CH16.28MASUPRREPL
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the community development department.  Upon receipt of a complete application, the 

application fee will be assessed as per the fee schedule in Appendix E.   

 

Approval of the final plat constitutes approval of the subdivision, but must be recorded with 

Valencia County clerk before the plat is in full force and effect.  Village staff records all plats 

following final approval, and will invoice the subdivider for the recording fee.  Acceptance of 

public improvements is granted by a separate council item, but can be granted concurrently 

with final plat if all improvements have been reviewed and recommended for approval by the 

village engineer. 

 

Full requirements and regulations for final plat, including requirements for information that 

must be included on surveyed plats, construction documents, and any additional documents 

that may be required, can be found in the Subdivision Ordinance, Chapter 16.32 – Major 

Subdivision Procedure- Final Plat. 

 

Plat Vacation Procedure 

If all or a portion of a previously filed plat need to be vacated, and if this action will not be 

accomplished by a separate plat amendment following one of the previously outlined 

procedures, plat vacation procedure may be followed.   

 

Applications for plat vacation are approved through a public hearing process, and community 

development department staff can only advise whether the department would recommend 

approval of the application, not whether the application will be approved.  Applications for all 

public hearings are received on a two-week cycle, and the final decision for plat vacation will be 

approximately five to six weeks from the application closeout date.    See Appendix F for the 

current Application Closeout and Public Hearing Schedule.  An application for plat vacation 

must be submitted to the community development director by filing a copy of the application 

with the administrator in the community development department.  Upon receipt of a 

complete application, the application fee will be assessed as per the fee schedule in Appendix E.   

 

Full requirements and regulations for plat vacation procedure can be found in the Subdivision 

Ordinance, Chapter 16.36 – Plat Vacation Procedure. 

 

Submission Formats 

Plats 

All plats shall be submitted on sheets not larger than 28” x 36”, and drawn to a scale of 1 in : 

200 ft or larger.  For final plats, and plats submitted through summary procedure and minor 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT16SU_CH16.32MASUPRINPL
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT16SU_CH16.32MASUPRINPL
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT16SU_CH16.36PLVAPR
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subdivision procedure – one mylar, three print copies, and a pdf version of the plat shall be 

provided.  For preliminary plats, two print copies and a pdf version shall be provided.     

 

Improvement Plans 

All improvement plans shall be submitted on paper no smaller than 11” x 17”. Improvement 

Plans shall contain title and index sheet.  The title sheet shall contain the following:  

A. Name of Subdivision,  

B. Name, address, and telephone number of developers,  

C. Name, address, and telephone number of designing engineer,  

D. Seal and signature of responsible engineer registered in the State of New Mexico.  

The index sheet shall contain the following information: 

A. List of plan sheets and their page numbers,  

B. Vicinity Map showing location of subdivision in relation to the Village of Los Lunas,  

C. Plat to scale showing street, sewer, and waterline layout, locations of manholes, valves, 

and fire hydrants.  Scale of plat and north arrow shall be indicated.  

Grading and drainage plans shall follow index sheet.  Street, sewer, and water plan and profile 

sheets shall follow grading and drainage plan.  Standard detail specifications and drawings shall 

be last.  

 

Reports, Specifications, Design Analysis, and Other Data  

All supporting documents shall be submitted on 8 ½” x 11” sheets of paper unless oversize 

material is required, in which case 11” x 17” maximum may be used as fold-outs.  They must be 

typewritten and easy to reference.  Every supporting document must be bound with a title 

sheet stating the name of subdivision, the contents of the bound document, and the name of 

designing engineer submitting the document, including the seal and certification of the licensed 

engineer, surveyor or architect.  
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Chapter 4: Building Permits 
 

Obtaining a Building Permit 

Prior to any building or structure being erected, improved, or any mobile home relocated in the 

Village, a building permit must be obtained.  Building permits are issued by NMCID; however, 

the Village reviews zoning, floodplain, fire, landscaping, grading and drainage, and assorted 

public works related items such as grease traps and trash enclosures.  The Community 

Development Department will review the application to ensure the requirements listed above 

are met, and assess fees per the fee schedule in Appendix E before signing off on NMCID’s 

application.  

 

Zoning Approval applications for building permits can be obtained from the community 

development department, or online on the Village website. The applicant must supply a 

description of work, building address, construction materials, total square footage, specific use 

of building, project owner’s name and address, contractor’s business name, address and license 

number, architect’s name, address and license number. The licensed contractor requesting the 

permit must sign the application.  

 

For any information regarding building permits, contact the CID directly at one of the offices 

listed in the Contact Information section.  

   

Submittal Requirements 
Two complete sets of plans and specifications must be submitted to Village of Los Lunas Community 

Development Department for permit and must be sufficiently clear to show the project in its 

entirety.  Plans may also be submitted electronically, contact the Community Development 

Department at 505-839-3842 if you wish to do so. 

 

The complete building plan set required by NMCID must be submitted to the Community 

Development Department for our review.  Refer to the Zoning Approval application checklists in 

Appendix G for all further requirements. 

 

Prairie Building 

In the event a subdivision has been approved for final plat with a financial guarantee, prior to 

the completion and acceptance of infrastructure for public maintenance, any building 

development within that subdivision is considered prairie building.  Certificates of occupancy 

will not be issued for any prairie build development, prior to infrastructure acceptance.   
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Required Inspections  

All inspections aside from those listed below will be performed by NMCID, and will follow their 

timelines and schedule.  For all Village inspections, a request must be made 48 hours in 

advance. 

 

Fire Inspection 

All fire inspections and reviews will be set up with the local fire inspector. There will be annual 

inspections and reviews of structures, and will be subject to review upon request or complaint. 

  

Grease Trap 

If a grease trap is required, the public works department must be contacted to inspect the 

grease trap installation. 

 

Other Inspections  

Depending on the scale and complexity of the project, there may be inspections related to 

grading and drainage or other civil engineering items performed by the Village.  The applicant 

will be notified of such requirements at the time of application.   

 

Certificate of Occupancy  

No building or structure shall be used or occupied, and no change in the existing occupancy 

classification of a building or structure or portion thereof shall be made until NMCID has issued 

a certification of occupancy as provided.  

   

Applicable Codes  

The Village of Los Lunas, per the Municipal Code Chapter 15.04 – Building Code, adopts the 

most current building codes adopted by the State of New Mexico and all subsequent revisions 

by reference.  Refer to the Construction Industries Division website for all current rules, laws 

and building codes. 

 

 

https://www.rld.nm.gov/construction-industries/find-a-bureau/bureaus/rules-laws-and-building-codes/


19 
Los Lunas Development Process Manual                                                                                                 January 01, 2025 

Chapter 5: Floodplain 
 

General Requirements 

The Village of Los Lunas has adopted regulations to minimize flood losses within its jurisdiction, 

which can be found in the Los Lunas Municipal Code, Chapter 15.24 – Flood Area Development 

Restrictions. These regulations pertain to areas of special flood hazard as determined by the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  Any development in a special flood hazard 

area must submit plans in accordance with Chapter 15.24. 

 

Flood Maps and Elevation Certificate and Instructions 

Flood maps and information about the FEMA Elevation Certificate are available on the Village 

website, in the community development department office or at the FEMA web page. The 

Flood Insurance Study is also available online and in the office.  

 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT15BUCO_CH15.24FLARDERE
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT15BUCO_CH15.24FLARDERE
https://www.loslunasnm.gov/737/Mapping-Services-GIS
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/fema_nfip_elevation-certificate-form_feb-2020.pdf
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Chapter 6: Other Development Procedures 
Sign Permits 

The Village of Los Lunas regulates signs through the Zoning Code – Chapter 17.56 of the 

Municipal Code.  Most permanent signs require a sign permit and have some size and 

placement restrictions.  Many temporary signs placed on private property, such as directional 

signs to subdivisions, are allowed without a permit.  Sign permits are reviewed and approved by 

the community development department.   

A sign permit must include a completed application form, signed by the property owner, along 

with a valid proof of ownership.  The application must also include a site plan, with all of the 

following information: 

1. Location of building, structure or lot to which or upon the sign is to be attached or 

installed; 

2. Position of the sign or other advertising structure in relation to nearby buildings or 

structures; and  

3. Method of construction and attachment to the building or in the ground.  

 

Upon receipt of a complete application, the application fee will be assessed as per the fee 

schedule in Appendix E.   

Full requirements and regulations for signs can be found in the Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 

17.56 – Sign Code.  

Parking Requirements 

Any application for a building permit must include plans showing location, arrangement and 

dimensions of the parking facility's turning spaces, drives, aisles and ingress and egress for 

approval by the commission or zoning enforcement officer.  All facilities must provide 

appropriate access to a street, alley or public thoroughfare.  All driveways shall be of sufficient 

width to permit access into parking spaces, but in no case less than twenty feet wide.  For 

mixed uses, the total requirement for off-street parking spaces shall be the sum of the 

requirements of the various uses computed separately.  

 

The village’s parking standards include requirements for off-street parking as well as more 

flexible requirements for the TOD-R and TOD-MU zones.  Full requirements and regulations for 

parking can be found in the Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 17.60 – Off-Street Parking. 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.56SICO
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.60OREPA
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Exterior Lighting 

Los Lunas Lighting Standards 

Any exterior lighting plan must conform to the standards in the Zoning Ordinance: Section 

17.60.070 – Exterior Lighting. 
 

Night Sky Protection Act 

All exterior lighting plans must conform to the Night Sky Protection Act, a New Mexico State 

Statute.  Full regulations for the Night Sky Protection Act can be found online with the New 

Mexico Compilation Commission, NMSA Chapter 74, Article 12.   

 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.60OREPA_17.60.070EXLI
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.60OREPA_17.60.070EXLI
http://public.nmcompcomm.us/nmpublic/gateway.dll/?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://public.nmcompcomm.us/nmpublic/gateway.dll/?f=templates&fn=default.htm
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Chapter 7: Water Rights 
General Requirements 

The Village of Los Lunas requires that all new subdivisions, multi-family developments, 

commercial and industrial developments provide water rights to the Village, per the 

requirements of the Los Lunas Municipal Code, Chapter 13.24 – Water Rights Required.  In 

general, transfer of outside water rights to the Village well permit, any compensation in lieu of 

transfer allowed, or approval of a water agreement by Village Council must be completed prior 

to approval of a final subdivision plat or building permit.  

Fees 

An applicant for any project subject to Chapter 13.24 shall be responsible for costs incurred by 

the Village for water budget review by the Village’s water rights consultant.  In the case of new 

subdivisions, the cost of water budget review is included in fees already assessed for 

engineering review.  See Appendix E – Fee Schedule for further details. 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT13PUSE_CH13.24WARIRE
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Chapter 8: Business Registration 
 

All Businesses 

Any person, firm or business that is seeking to engage in business within the Village limits must 

register their business with the Village.  A business registration application can be obtained 

from the community development department, and a separate registration must be obtained 

for each outlet, branch, or location within the municipal limits of the village prior to engaging in 

business.  Each application must include a NM Taxation and Revenue Division Taxpayer ID 

Number (CRS number).  An annual fee shall be assessed for each business registration, 

according to the fee schedule in Appendix E.  Construction businesses that have any 

construction activity taking place within the municipal limits of the village are required to 

register their business with the village.  

  

All business registrations expire on December 31 of each year.  Business registration renewals 

must be obtained and paid for by March 16 of every year.  A 10% penalty fee will be assessed 

for each month that a business registration renewal is delinquent.    Full requirements and 

regulations for business registrations can be found in the Municipal Code, Title 5 – Business 

Licenses and Registrations. 

 

Liquor and Cannabis Licenses 

Alcohol and cannabis establishments require a state license issued by the NM Regulation and 

Licensing Division, as well as an additional registration and annual fee to operate in the Village 

of Los Lunas.  Liquor license information can be found in the Municipal Code, Chapter 5.16 – 

Liquor Licenses.  Cannabis license information can be found on the Village website, pending 

codification in Municipal Code, in the Recently Approved Ordinances page. 

 

Other State and Federal Approvals 

State and Federal Licenses 

Many businesses require a state-issued license (for example, contractors and tattoo artists), or 

a federal license (for example, firearms manufacturing) in addition to a local business 

registration.  Any business requiring a state or federal license must provide proof of a current 

license with their business registration to the Village.   

Food Establishment Permit 

The local office of the New Mexico Environment Department is the health authority which 

regulates the food service industry in Los Lunas and Valencia County.  Under the Food Service 

and Food Processing Regulations (7.6.2 NMAC) each proposed food service, food processor or 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT5BULIRE
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT5BULIRE
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT5BULIRE_CH5.16LILI
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT5BULIRE_CH5.16LILI
https://www.loslunasnm.gov/1030/Recently-Approved-Ordinances
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liquor establishment must apply for and obtain an operating permit from the department.  This 

includes almost every food type establishment – hospitals, schools etc.  Any person seeking an 

initial permit must file an application with the Health Authority.  
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VOLUME 2: 

DESIGN STANDARDS 
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Chapter 9: Public Infrastructure Design 

Standards 
 

General Information 

All subdivisions, as well as any other project through which public infrastructure will be 

dedicated to the Village of Los Lunas for maintenance, must comply with approved design 

standards, density and dimensional regulations in the zoning ordinance, and in certain cases, 

additional or separate regulations in an applicable area plan.  Zoning density and dimensional 

regulations are shown on Table 1, and supplemental information can be found in the Zoning 

Ordinance: Chapter 17.48 – Density and Dimensional Regulations.  If the land to be subdivided 

is located in an S-U zone with an adopted area plan, density and dimensional regulations will be 

found in the area plan rather than in the zoning ordinance.   

 

The official public infrastructure design standards for the Village of Los Lunas are approved 

through the DPM, and can be found in the following chapters as well as Appendix A – Standard 

Details.  From time-to-time changing conditions and new construction techniques and materials 

will necessitate an update to the DPM; updated standards will be considered approved upon 

publication of the DPM to the village website.   

 

In the event the Village has not adopted a standard for a specific item, the City of Albuquerque 

Development Process Manual or the Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority 

Standards will apply. 

 

 

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.48DEDIRE


27 
Los Lunas Development Process Manual                                                                                                 January 01, 2025 

Table 1: Density and Dimensional Regulations 

 
 

Compliance with Subdivision Requirements  

The subdivider has the responsibility to obtain all necessary permits, easements, and other 

approvals for the proposed subdivision.  The subdivider should be familiar with all Village, 

County, State, Federal, and other applicable requirements, laws, ordinances, regulations, and 

codes related to subdivision development, as compliance is required.  

 

Survey Monuments 

Survey monuments shall be provided for subdivisions as indicated in Table 2: Survey Monument 

Locations.  Found monuments which accurately locate required subdivision monument 

locations may be used in lieu of the type of monument indicated in the table, but the minimum 

number of monuments indicated must be provided unless otherwise approved by the Village.  

The location and type of all new and found monuments shall be shown on the final plat along 

with the elevation of all benchmarks.  Physical requirements for survey monuments are 

indicated in Table 3: Minimum Physical Requirements of Survey Monuments. 

Minimum Improvements Required 

The following are the minimum improvements required for any subdivision: Grading, curbs and 

gutters, paving drainage, and drainage structures necessary for the proper use and drainage of 

the streets and for public safety.  

A. Site grading and drainage, taking into consideration the drainage pattern of adjacent 

improved and unimproved property and treating upstream area, where appropriate, as 

though fully improved.  
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B. All streets, easements, and pedestrian walkways shall be graded and surfaced to widths 

and grades shown on the improvement plans.  The subdivider shall improve the 

extension of all streets to intercepting or intersecting streets.  

C. Sidewalks shall be as shown on the improvement plans.  

 
Table 2: Survey Monument Locations 

 
 
Table 3: Street ROW and Pavement Dimensions 
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D. Approved sanitary sewer and domestic water supply facilities shall be installed as shown 

on the improvement plans to serve the subdivision.  

E.  Storm drainage facilities shall be installed as shown on the improvement plans.  

F. Water mains and fire hydrants shall be installed as shown on the improvement plans to 

provide fire protection.  

G. Telephone, electric power, gas, and cable television service shall be installed and 

available to every lot (possible exceptions – cable television or gas, if all electric).  

H. Street name signs.  

I. Street lights 

It is the sole responsibility of the developer to ensure that all construction of improvements is 

performed in compliance to federal, state, and local safety and health laws.  

 

Before construction begins, the developer’s engineer shall hold a pre-construction meeting with 

the contractor(s) and the Village.  At this time, the developer shall provide the Village with a 

copy of the construction schedule defining the various phases of work to be done with a 

timetable.  It shall be the responsibility of the developer to arrange for full-time construction 

inspection during all phases of construction, performed by their engineer.  Monthly certified 

construction inspection reports with all necessary data and background information, testings, 

updated schedules, shop drawings and mix designs, rejections/approvals, etc., shall be provided 

by the developer’s engineer.  The developer shall also require their engineer to communicate 

with the Village engineer regarding the construction activities and any field changes that may 

require written justification and documentation.   

 

Inspections 

Full-time inspection and as-built documentation by the developer’s engineer or their qualified 

agent are required for, but not limited to, the following items.  In addition, all work is subject to 

inspection and observation by the village public works inspector and the Village engineer, and 

access to the site must be available to the Village at all times.  

1. At completion of any preliminary clearing, grubbing, and site grading (cuts and fills).  

Compaction testing of fill material will be required.  

2. Before backfilling any utility line ditch section, the inspector shall inspect pipe, check 

grades, and approve backfill material.  

3. Inspector shall require compaction testing of trench backfill.  

4. At completion of subgrade preparation, compaction tests shall be required.  

5. When curb forms or stringlines are set, Inspector shall check grades at 50-foot intervals.  

6. Upon construction of curb and gutters, sidewalks, drainage facilities.  
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7. Upon installation of base course in street, compaction and gradation tests shall be 

required.  

8. Upon completion of street paving, compaction and gradation test shall be required.  

9. After final grading of lots. 

10. Upon completion of the water system, hydrostatic testing must be performed under the 

observation of the village public works inspector or village engineer.  Access to Village water 

will not be granted until after the Village has validated and approved the hydrostatic testing. 

11. Upon completion of the sewer system, mandrel testing must be performed under the 

observation of the village public works inspector or village engineer.   

12. A final construction report with certification of completion for all approved 

improvements and submission of complete as-built drawings are required from the 

developer’s engineer before request of acceptance by the Village of Los Lunas.  The 

report may be submitted electronically, and must contain complete records of all as-

built Village utilities, streets, lot and subdivision layouts.  As-builts must be submitted 

as pdfs as well as auto-CADD files compatible to the Village’s GIS mapping computer 

system.  A final inspection shall be performed by the Village engineer, a representative 

of the contractor, and the developer’s engineer after Village review and acceptance of 

the final construction report.  A schedule of final completion of remaining activities 

listing and documenting any and all corrections, replacements, clean-up work, etc. that 

remains to be performed will be provided by the developer’s engineer.  The Village of 

Los Lunas will not accept the public infrastructure until all such work is complete.  The 

Village engineer will recommend Village acceptance only after final completion of all 

the proposed improvements, the developer’s engineer recertification of full compliance 

with the design standards and specifications, and Village satisfaction of completed 

work.  

13. Costs of any other testing that may be required by the Village of Los Lunas, such as 

street coring or asphalt compaction, will be the responsibility of the developer. 
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Chapter 10: Streets 
Street Design Standards  

Design Standards for Village Streets are established herein, and supplemented by Standard 

Details in Appendix A.  

 

Governing Regulations  

The following are some of the most important Village regulatory documents pertaining to street 

design and is not intended to be exhaustive.  The user is cautioned that these regulations may 

change at any time.  Constant familiarity with these and other pertinent regulations as they 

evolve is recommended.  

• Subdivision Ordinance (Title 16)  

• Comprehensive Zoning Code (Title 17)  

• New Mexico Uniform Traffic Ordinance (Adopted by the Village)  

 

Street Location and Arrangement  
Streets must conform in character, location, and arrangement to adopted plans. Governing 

plans include, but are not limited to, the approved area plan, Village master plans, or adopted 

future street lines. The Village should be consulted for information regarding applicable plans 

for areas under design consideration.  

• Proposed street arrangements must provide for the continuation of existing principal 

streets or appropriate projections thereof if not otherwise governed by an adopted plan 

as discussed in the preceding paragraph.  

• Alleys are not to be provided where other provisions can be made for adequate and 

suitable service access.  

• A copy of the Geotechnical report must be provided prior to the consideration of a 

design which must include the following information: 

A. Subsurface soil conditions 

B. AASHTO soil classification 

C. Estimated R-value 

D. 20-year recommended pavement section for each roadway classification 

E. Infiltration rates of the native soil 
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Table 4: ROW and Pavement Dimensions 

 

 

Access  

Private driveway access to single-family development is not permitted on principal arterial or 

collector streets.  On all other streets, driveways shall be at least 20’ from intersections.  

  

Cul-de-sac Criteria  
A. Maximum length permitted is 600 ft. measured from the centerline of the intersecting 

street to the center of the turnaround.  

B. Maximum number of dwelling units allowed to be served by a cul-de-sac is 35, unless 

otherwise specifically approved by the Village.  

C. Turnarounds  

1. Circular turnarounds with no center island must have minimum 45 ft. radius to 

right-of-way and must have minimum 40 ft. radius paved area measured to the 

flowline of curb.  

2. Circular turnarounds with approved center island must have 52 ft. radius to 

right-of-way and must have 47 ft. radius paved area measured to the flowline of 

curb, with a maximum center island radius of 17 ft. measured to the flowline of 

the curb.  
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Table 5: General Design Criteria for Streets summarizes criteria considered minimum in Los 

Lunas for various classification of streets. Design speeds given are intended to establish levels 

to which facilities are to be designed. Legal speeds will be established only after appropriate 

examination of the completed street by the Village. 

 

 
1. Controlling limit only when algebraic grade difference (A) times the design value K is less than minimum 

shown; in all other cases, L=KA shall control. 

2. The values for K shown are to be used in determining the minimum length of vertical curve required by the 

use of the relationship L=KA where: 

L= Length of vertical curve in feet 

A= Algebraic difference in grades expressed in percent 

K= Design value indicative of rate of curvature 

3. Allowed only with express permission of Town. Use K for comfort control is strongly discouraged.  

4. Lengths of vertical curves longer than the minimums resulting from the use of K values should be used 

wherever possible; however, K should not exceed 143 ft. when curb and gutter is used.  

5. Source: Design of Urban Streets, Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation.  

6. Crest vertical curves are based on eye height of 3’-3’’, object height of 0’-6’’ and AASHTO minimum stopping 

distances. SAG vertical curves are based on AASHTO standards. If AASHTO standards are revised to more 

restrictive values, the more restrictive values shall supersede the values in this table.  

7. As given in Standard Details. 

8. A minimum of 50 ft. must be maintained between vertical points of intersection. 

9. Local residential streets with 90° or near 90° turns may be designated with a minimum centerline radius of 75 

ft. with the approval of the Town. Appropriate advisory signs may be required.

Table 5: General Design Criteria for Streets 
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Geometric Criteria  

Usually, the criteria for the horizontal and vertical geometrics of street design in the preceding 

table will be the minimum acceptable values, but other factors must also be considered in a 

balanced design.  

A. Vertical Alignment:  Long, flat gradients are undesirable because of poor drainage 

characteristics. The minimum desirable gradient consistent with acceptable drainage is 

0.4% and, should be observed as a general design principle.  Grades in valley areas and 

other special circumstances may be flatter than 0.4% if approved by the Village. Long, 

steep gradients are also undesirable as they are difficult for heavier vehicles to 

negotiate at desirable traffic speeds. Vertical curve criteria stated in the General Design 

Criteria for Streets Table are intended to provide adequate safety consistent with design 

speeds. The designer should apply good judgement in combining vertical geometry with 

horizontal geometry in the application of these criteria. Extreme vertical undulation is 

not acceptable. Vertical changes in grade occurring simultaneously with horizontal 

alignment changes must be carefully designed to preserve the acceptable sight distance 

consistent with the design speed of the street. In these cases, engineering 

determination of safe stopping sight distance should be demonstrated, and adequate 

intersection sight distances must be maintained in all designs.  

B. Balance Design:  Minor streets shall be designed in order to discourage excessive speeds 

of traffic, but abrupt, inconsistent changes in either horizontal or vertical alignment are 

not acceptable. Major streets shall be designed to permit larger flows of traffic at design 

speeds. 

 

Intersection Design  

A. Angle of Intersection: As nearly as practical, consistent with topography and sound 

design, streets must be designed to intersect at right angles.  Acute angles for 

intersections for all streets shall be 80 degrees minimum. Intersection designs must 

provide for adequate clear sight distances.  

B. Spacing of Intersections: Arterial streets should be designed with minimal intersections.  

The following are limits to be observed:  

1. Streets intersecting arterials must generally be spaced no closer than one sixth 

(1/6) mile on center.  

2. All intersections of streets shall be continuous in alignment, if feasible.  Offset 

alignment of intersecting streets is highly discouraged.  

3. The following spacing will be used when intersection of streets are not on 

continuous alignment through the street intersected:  

a. Intersections of noncontiguous streets must be spaced at least 150 ft. 

between centerlines of streets on local streets.  
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b. At least 300 ft. on collector streets.  

c. At least 400 ft. on all arterial streets.  

4. Variances from these criteria will require written approval from the Village.  

C. Curb Return Radii:  Minimum acceptable return radius is 25 ft.  All radii are measured to   

the back of the curb section.  

D. Intersection Grading: If desirable to promote comfort, street crown may be reduced 

through intersections of major streets of approximately equal classification. Generally, 

this reduction should not exceed one-half of standard crown unless special 

circumstances govern and the joint concurrence of the Village is obtained. Concrete 

valley gutters and fillets are necessary to provide rapid drainage and eliminate 

pavement rutting (see standard details, Appendix A). 

 

Curb and Gutter Criteria  

A. The exterior curb section for all classes of streets must be standard 6-inch high barrier-

type curb and gutter with 1-inch gutter depth as shown in standard details, Appendix A.  

Deviation from these standards will require written approval and concurrence by the 

Village.  

B. Mountable curb types as shown in standard details, Appendix A, may be used on local 

streets if both traffic requirements and drainage requirements can be met to the 

satisfaction of the Village.  

C. Concrete curbs and gutters shall be constructed of Class “A” 3000psi Portland cement 

concrete.  

 

Pavement Design Criteria  

A. Design of pavement structures of arterial streets must be based on acceptable design 

procedures, such as the latest edition of AASHTO Interim Guide for Design of Pavement 

Structures, published by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation 

Officials, Washington, D.C., and the local adaptation of those procedures developed by 

the New Mexico State Highway Department entitled Structural Design Guide for Flexible 

Pavement, NMSHD Bulletin 102 (see standard details, Appendix A).  

B. Collector, industrial, and commercial designs for area streets and residential (local) 

streets will conform to standard details, see Appendix A.  Soil investigation and 

evaluation shall be required to determine the bearing values of the proposed subgrade 

soils. The report shall be submitted to the Village by the designer, stating existing 

subgrade bearing values and proposed structural pavement design.  

C. Structural design of private streets shall conform to the soil report.  
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Drivepad Design Standards  

A. Drivepad construction must conform to the current standard details, see Appendix A.  

B. Depression of the sidewalks shall not occur to accommodate drivepads unless a 

drivepad gradient in excess of 10% would be required to avoid depression of the 

sidewalk, in which case, the sidewalk shall be transitioned to match the drivepad within 

6 ft. of edge of drivepad and the drivepad gradient shall be maintained equal or less 

than 10%.  

 

Construction Criteria  

A. General:  Permits or easements required for the construction of the streets, sidewalks, 

or appurtenances for the proposed development shall be obtained by the Developer.  

B. Materials:   

1. In the event that a standard is not provided by the Village, materials and 

construction shall conform to the City of Albuquerque Development Process 

Manual. 

 

Sidewalk Design  

All properties within the Village of Los Lunas must be provided with sidewalks. These Design 

Standards establish the fundamental requirements governing Works Construction. Designs 

incorporating alternate materials must be approved by the Village sidewalk design. Sidewalk 

designs must provide for the mobility, safety, and comfort of the pedestrian and provide for 

adequate pedestrian access to abutting property. Pertinent sidewalk design criteria are 

collected herein for the convenience for the designer.  

 

A. Sidewalk width shall be 5’ 0” minimum. The Village may require wider sidewalks for 

arterial streets, based on expected pedestrian traffic.  All pedestrian facilities must meet 

the latest Public Right of Way Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG) and Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) standards. 

1. Sidewalk Location– Horizontal:  

a. Along collector and local streets, sidewalks must be located within the 

right-of-way with the property side edge of the walk at the property line.  

b. Variances from sidewalk standards will require the approval of the 

Village of Los Lunas.  

c. Sidewalk location adjacent to curbs is discouraged.  

2. Transverse Slope: Sidewalks must be provided with a transverse slope of ¼ to ½ 

inch per foot, sloping toward the street.  

3. Sidewalk Location - Vertical: The vertical location of the sidewalk must be so 
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that the top surface of the sidewalk at the lowest point of the sidewalk will be at 

or above the curb. The design of the sidewalk must be appropriate to the overall 

street section design within the right-of-way.   

4. Sidewalk Materials:  Sidewalks are to be of Portland cement concrete, Class “A”, 

3,000 psi, of minimum 4 inches thickness. Portland cement concrete reinforcing, 

curing compound shall be as specified in the New Mexico Standard 

Specifications for Public.   

 

Street Lighting and Signage, and Encroachments  

A. Street Lighting:  The policy of the Village is that arterial and selected collector streets be 

lighted to Illuminating Engineering Society Standards for Arterial Streets. On local 

streets, 60 watt LED or other lighting approved by the Village if applicable shall be 

placed at all intersections, on cul-de-sac streets over 150 ft. in length, at right angle 

turns, and at mid-block locations where block length exceeds 400 ft.  Preferred 

mounting height of luminaire is 30-35 ft. In new subdivisions, the Developer’s Engineer 

shall coordinate with Public Service Company of New Mexico (PNM) for design of the 

street lighting system. After PNM approval of the street lighting system, the Developer 

shall then submit their design to the Village for approval. Following approval, PNM or a 

qualified contractor, shall install the street lights in conjunction with the installation of 

electrical service to the subdivision.  

B. Traffic Signs: Street name signs shall be installed by the Developer. Traffic regulatory 

signs and posts shall be installed by the Village at the Village’s expense. The Developer 

shall purchase and install street name signs, prior to final acceptance of the subdivision, 

at every intersection. The Developer shall furnish installation hardware compatible with 

the Village’s sign posts. Street name signs shall comply with Article V of the New Mexico 

Uniform Traffic Ordinance (Adopted by the Village Ordinance No. 103), and Part II-D 

(2D-39) of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, latest edition.  

C. Fences, Walls, Footings, and Encroachments: Walls, footings, and fences are not 

permitted within the right-of-way. In new residential subdivisions, walls, footings, and 

fences will not be permitted in the right-of-way unless approved by the Village.  

  

In existing subdivisions, walls and fences are discouraged but may be placed within the right-of-

way if approved by the Village. An encroachment contract must be requested from and 

approved by the Village, and then executed on behalf of the Village by the Mayor. The 

encroachment contract provides that the applicant must remove the wall, footing, or fence 

within a specific time (normally 72 hours) upon notification by the Village from any negligent 

actions by the applicant.  Walls or fences over 36 inches in height will not be approved within 

the right-of-way if the wall or fence will be less than 15 ft. behind face of curb of streets. Within 
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the clear sight triangle, all walls, fences, or vegetation are restricted to a height of 30 inches, 

measured from the flowline of the gutter.       
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Chapter 11: Utilities 
 

Utility Development 

Village Utilities 

Water, sewer, and solid waste service are provided by the Village of Los Lunas Public Works 

Department.  There are impact fees and connection fees assessed for water and sewer service, 

and an additional deposit required for water service.  The Village requests that all development 

in the Village limits establish both water and sewer service.  Additionally, if the proposed 

development requires fire suppression, the Village requires an additional fire service line.  It can 

take up to five working days for water and sewer service to begin after approval.  The Village 

also provides commercial trash service, and offers commercial bins for lease.  Please contact 

the Public Works Department to establish a suitable dumpster location or commercial pick-up 

plan. 

 

Full regulations for impact fees can be found in the Public Services Ordinance, Chapter 13.16 – 

Impact Fees 

 

Franchise Utilities 

All additional utilities within the Village of Los Lunas are provided by franchise agreements with 

outside utility providers.  Please refer to the Contact Information page. 
 

Sanitary Sewer Design Standards  

Established herein, and supplemented by the Standard Details in Appendix A, are the design 

standards for sanitary sewer.  These represent the minimum acceptable values necessary to 

result in system designs having satisfactory durability, functional characteristics, and 

operational suitability.    

  

Engineering Design Criteria  

Design Capacity Criteria  

There will be consideration of off-site flows in the design calculation, and shall conform in size, 

location, and arrangement to adopted plans.  The governing plans include, but are not limited 

to, the Village Comprehensive Plan and the approved area plan.  Please consult the Village for 

information regarding applicable plans for areas under design consideration.  

  

The following design flows will be used in residential areas: 

  

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT13PUSE_CH13.16IMFE
https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT13PUSE_CH13.16IMFE
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Table 6: Design Capacity Criteria for Residential Developments 

 
 

Commercial sewage flows will be considered on a case-by-case basis, with the designer 

presenting the basis for the commercial sewage flow used in the design calculations.  

  

Design is for full pipe flow at the design flow and shall be 1.45 x peak flow.  Pipe flow velocities 

and capacities shall be determined by using Manning’s Formula with the value for “N” = 0.013.    

  

• Peak velocity – Velocity at peak flow conditions  

• Average velocity – Velocity at average flow conditions  

• Minimum velocity in the sewer shall be 2.0 fps.    

• Maximum velocity shall be 8 fps.  

• Minimum collector size allowable is 8 inches. 

 

Manhole Criteria  

Generally, manholes must be located on the centerline of the street right-of-way or the 

centerline of the street if the street is not concentric with the right-of-way.  In curved streets, 

manholes for straight lines may be located as much as 5 ft. off from the centerline of street or 

right-of-way.  Required clearances from other utilities must be maintained.  The offset of such 

manholes is to be measured from center of manhole barrel to the centerline of the street or 

right-of-way.    

• Standard minimum manhole depth is 5.0 ft. (measured from rim to invert), unless 

otherwise approved by the Village.   

• Maximum manhole depth is 20.0 ft. (measured from rim to invert). 

• The minimum required inside diameter is 4.0 ft.   

• 6.0 ft. minimum inside diameter manholes are to be used where indicated on the 

improvement plans.     

• It is not permitted to change flow directions horizontally by more than 90° in a 

manhole.    

• The minimum drop through a manhole will be 0.10 ft. except in the case of a single line 

straight through the manhole in which case the normal slope of the line shall be 

maintained.   



41 
Los Lunas Development Process Manual                                                                                                 January 01, 2025 

• Where flows converge at a manhole, the inverts should be designed to produce a 

smooth water surface at design flow with no backwater conditions in any of the 

incoming lines.    

• The maximum distance allowed between manholes is 350 ft.    

• Cleanouts will not be allowed in lieu of manholes on the sewer system unless approved 

by the Village. 

 

Line Criteria  

All sanitary sewer materials and installation methods must comply with the requirements set 

forth in the Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority for Public Works 

Construction (as modified herein) and Standard Details in Appendix A.  

  

• Minimum line size allowed:  8-inch diameter.  

• Curvilinear sewer lines will not be acceptable.  

• Sections of line that are flat relative to the upstream line are to be avoided.  When 

possible, continuous flow velocity and capacity will be provided.  The energy gradient 

should slope generally parallel to the slope of the invert with no abrupt changes or 

slopes opposite to the direction of flow.  

• Line depth should be sufficient to provide gravity service to property contiguous to the 

line.  Additional depth may be required to provide for service.  Generally, house services 

shall be a minimum of 2 ft. below finished floor elevation, measured at a point on the 

finished floor edge farthest from the sewer main.  

• The main lines are to be located within public right-of-way except as noted in the 

following paragraph and are to be aligned in accordance with the Primary Utility 

locations, see standard details in Appendix A. Where the Primary Utility locations do not 

apply, the following criteria apply:  

 

The New Mexico Department of Public Health policy on the proximity of water and sewer lines:  

"Whenever possible, it is desirable to lay parallel water and sewer lines at least 10 feet apart 

horizontally, and the water line should be a higher elevation than the sewer. If this is not 

possible, separate trenches will be required in all cases (this shall be effective even though one 

line has been installed prior to the other), and the water line shall be at least 2 feet above the 

sewer.  When water and sewer lines cross each other, the water line shall be at least 3 feet 

above the sewer; otherwise, the sewer shall be of ductile iron pipe." A preferred alternative is 

encasement in concrete for 10 ft. on each side of the water line. If ductile iron pipe is used, it 

must be run from manhole to manhole. See standard details in Appendix A. 
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• Main lines must be located so they can be maintained without disturbing any sidewalk, 

curb, gutter or any other utility.  The required trench must be totally within the paved 

roadway.  

• Written approval of the Village must be obtained for any deviations from the Primary 

Utility locations.  

 

Sanitary sewer main lines may be located outside public right-of-way only under the following 

conditions:  

• Prior written approval is given by the Village.  

• The main line must be located as follows: 

1. In a paved, permanent access easement, or  

2. In a planned green space with access suitable for sewer line maintenance 

equipment.  

3. If (1) and/or (2) above are impossible due to prior platting, the situation will be 

handled as a special case. 

• A permanent easement will be granted for exclusive use of water and sanitary sewer.  It 

must be possible to excavate any buried water or sanitary sewer with 1:1 side slopes 

from the bottom of the pipe, without disturbing any sidewalk, curb and gutter, or any 

other utility.  The required trench must be totally within the paved roadway and the 

exclusive underground easement.  A minimum width easement of 20 ft. is required for a 

single utility and 25 ft. for water and sewer.  

• Compliance with the New Mexico Department of Public Health policy on the proximity 

of water and sewer lines must be achieved.  

• In private streets, Primary Utility locations apply where possible. 

 

Trenching and Backfilling 

• Trenching shall be performed in accordance with improvement plans and specifications. 

• Trenching shall be of sufficient depth and width to properly install the pipe.   

• Padding or bedding material to be placed around pipe shall be a finely graded material 

free of rocks in excess of 1 inch in diameter and shall be free of any sharp objects and 

deleterious material.   

• Bedding material shall be compacted around the pipe and at least 6 inches above the 

pipe.   

• The remainder of the backfill material shall be select material compacted to a density of 

at least 90 percent of the maximum density as determined by ASTM D1557.   



43 
Los Lunas Development Process Manual                                                                                                 January 01, 2025 

• When located under roads, sidewalks, driveways, etc., the top 6 inches of ditch backfill 

shall be compacted to a minimum density of 95 percent of maximum density as 

determined by ASTM D1557.   

• The above trenching and backfilling methods shall apply to all utility lines (sewer, water, 

gas, etc.) installed in the subdivision.  

• All buried utilities shall be provided with utility marker tape installed in the backfill per 

standard details, see Appendix A.  Foil tape shall be used for non-metallic utilities.   

 

Service Connections 

 (private collection systems and individual service connections)  

• Four-inch (4") minimum size service connections must be made to the main line as shown 

in the standard details (see Appendix A) except at the end of cul-de-sacs where 

connection to a manhole is permitted in the manner shown in the standard details, see 

Appendix A.  

• Six-inch (6") service connections are permitted where a 6-inch tee in the main exists.  

• Four-inch (4") mechanical taps are permitted to tappable main lines 8 inches and larger.  

Mechanical taps must conform to the requirements of the New Mexico Plumbing Code.  

• All service connections shall have a minimum slope of 1/4 inch Per foot toward the main 

within the public right-of-way. 

 

Sanitary Sewer Lift Stations 

• Wet well manhole type with hinged aluminum access covers with safety grating and 

submersible pumps on stainless steel guide rails. 

• Covers shall be rated for AASHTO H20 loads in areas subject to vehicle traffic. 

• Wet wells and valve vaults shall be constructed of precast concrete barrel segments with 

a cast-in-place concrete base. All concrete shall utilize Type II Low Alkali Portland Cement. 

• Piping within lift stations shall be ductile iron with amine or coal tar epoxy coating. 

• Isolation and check valves shall be housed in a separate vault with hinged aluminum 

access cover and safety grate. 

• Pumps shall be sized to be provide 100% standby capacity at the peak flow with one pump 

out of service. 

• Wet well capacity and level settings shall be sized for a maximum of ten (10) pump starts 

per hour at the peak flow. 

• All pumps shall be manufactured by the Flygt Corporation and furnished with factory 

control package to include at least the following in a NEMA 4X Enclosure: 

1. Lead-lag alternator switch 

2. Adjustable float switches for off-lead-lag-high level alarm 
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3. Run timers 

4. Generator interlock 

 

Construction Criteria  

• Any special crossing permits or easements required for installation of sewer lines or 

appurtenances are to be obtained by the developer in the name of the Village, at the 

developer's expense.  

• Materials 

1. All construction shall conform to the standard details in Appendix A, unless 

otherwise approved by the Village.  

All construction will conform to the standards of the American Water Works Association 

(AWWA), as modified herein, unless otherwise approved by the Village.  

 

Sewer Lines 

• Materials  

1. DIP - ASTM/ANSI A746, push on joints, corrosion protected.  

2. PVC - Gravity sewer lines 18 inches and larger, ASTM F679 and/or UNI-B9, 15 inches 

and smaller, ASTM D3034, SDR 35.  

3. Force Mains  

A. PVC - AWWA C900 pressure DR18 or PC 235.  

B. ASTM A536, Grade 60-42-10.  

C. Installation  

1. Trenching and backfilling per pipe manufacturer's 

instruction/recommendations, or Standard Detail 113-10.  

2. Testing- Compaction testing required every 500 feet. Backfill in 

road will require compaction testing every 200 ft. 

 

Manholes   

• Materials- See standard details, Appendix A. 

• Installation- See standard details, Appendix A. 

 

Service Connections  

• Types- In-line service tees or wyes to be provided on new sewer lines.  

• Installation- See standard details, Appendix A.  

 

Testing of Sewer Lines 

• Refer to ABCWUA standards. 
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Water System Design Standards 

Established herein, and supplemented by the Standard Details in Appendix A, are the standards 

for the design and operation of domestic water systems.  These represent the minimum 

acceptable values necessary to result in system designs having satisfactory durability, functional 

characteristics, and operational suitability.    

 

Major transmission lines, wells, pumping facilities, or reservoirs are not covered here, as this is 

not intended as a design handbook. Any design for these type of utility improvements is subject 

to village review and approval. 

 

General Requirements  

Future development of the surrounding area must be considered and addressed for calculating 

line sizes in the plans. The Village should be consulted for information regarding applicable plans 

for areas under design consideration and domestic water design shall conform in size, location, 

and arrangement to adopted plans, which may include, but are not limited to the approved area 

master plan and Village master plans.  

 

Pressure zone boundaries shall be considered in the design of all systems. Location of lines must 

be according to the Primary Utility locations (see standard details, Appendix A).  Any deviations 

will require the approval of the Village. 

  

Sizing requirements in single-family and duplex developments are as follows:  

• 8 inch minimum  

• A 10-inch line is required if loop lines are not provided at a maximum interval of 1200 ft.  

• Minimum 6-inch line to any fire hydrant.  

• Fire protection may require larger sizing, see Fire Hydrant Protection section in this 

Chapter.  

• Design flowrates for subdivision line sizing are provided in Table 7: Water Flow Rates. 

 

Sizing requirements for industrial/commercial and multi-family developments are as follows:  
1. 10 inches minimum. 
2. Fire protection may require larger sizing, see Fire Hydrant Protection section in this 

Chapter.  
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Table 7: Water Flow Rates 

 
 

Water Sampling Stations 

• Each new subdivision shall have a Water Sampling Station, see standard details, Appendix 

A.  

• For new subdivisions with less than 100 homes: 

1. One (1) sampling station per subdivision. 

2. Located as close as possible to the connection of the new subdivision’s water 

distribution system to the Village’s existing distribution system. 

• For new subdivisions with more than 100 homes: 

1. Two (2) sampling stations per subdivision. 

2. One station shall be located as close as possible to the connection of the new 

subdivision’s water distribution system to the Village’s distribution system. 

3. One station shall be located at the point in the subdivision’s distribution system that 

is hydraulically the furthest from the connection to the Village’s distribution 

system. 

• If the new subdivision’s water distribution system is connected to the Village’s 

distribution system at more than one location, the Village Water Superintendent shall 

determine the location and quantity of new sampling stations.  

 

Alignment/Proximity to Other Utilities  

Utility main lines are to be located within public right-of-way except as noted below, and 

aligned in accordance with the Primary Utility locations (see standard details, Appendix A).  

Waterlines must be located so they can be maintained without disturbing any sidewalk, curb, 

gutter, or any other utility.  When lines are located within the street, the construction trench is 

required to be totally contained within the paved roadway.  

  

Any deviations from the Primary Utility locations must be approved by the Village.  If 

circumstances require location of water lines in other than the location established by the 
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Primary Utility locations, written approval must be obtained from the Village and the utilities 

normally expected to occupy the revised location.  Main lines may be located outside the public 

right-of-way only within appropriate easements and with prior written approval by the Village.  

  

If not in public right-of-way, distribution must be located as follows:  

• In a paved permanent access easement, including an easement for the water line, or  

• In a planned green space with access suitable for maintenance equipment and within an 

appropriate easement.  

• If neither of the above is possible because of prior platting, the location will be handled 

as a special case.  

• Permanent easements must be granted for the exclusive use of water and sanitary 

sewer services.    

• A minimum width easement of 20 ft. is required for a single utility and 30 ft. for water 

and sewer, both within the same easement.  

• Primary Utility locations apply in private streets, where possible.  

 

Valving  

Valve placement:  

• Spacing must be 1200 ft. maximum between in-line valves for lines 14 inches and 

smaller.  

• On lines 8 inches in diameter and larger, fire hydrant legs must be valved.  

• Valving of the ultimate system looping must be such that a break in the line will not 

disrupt service beyond the next valve location, consequently, system valving must be 

arranged so that lines may be shut down with a minimum number of valves and 

affecting the minimum service area.  System valving design should assure that only the 

immediate area where the break occurs will suffer disruption of water supply.  

• Valves shall be located as shown on the improvement plans.  Valves for pressure 

connections of branches to existing water lines will necessarily be adjacent to the 

existing line.  

• Valve types shall be AWWA C-509 NRS gate valves.  

• Valving must be the same as line size.  Special tapping valves shall be used with tapping 

sleeves.  

• Air relief valves will be provided as determined by the designer and approved by the 

Village.  

• Self-contained hydraulic control valve stations: 

o Upon request, the Village Water Superintendent will identify if a self-contained 

hydraulic control valve station is required for all new developments. 
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o Developers shall submit, for Village review and approval, a design summary and 

drawings, which have been prepared by a Professional Engineer registered in the 

State of New Mexico, for any and all self-contained hydraulic control valve 

stations required for new subdivisions. 

o The design summary shall identify the function, location, and size of valves, as 

well as materials of construction and equipment data for the valve and any valve 

accessories and appurtenances, including the pilot system. 

o Self-contained hydraulic control valves shall be manufactured by Cla-Val, Golden 

Anderson Industries, or approved equivalent. 

o Self-contained hydraulic control valves shall be installed in an above-grave, 

ventilated, UV-resistant, fiberglass enclosure on a reinforced concrete pad and 

protected from freezing. 

o The piping arrangement shall include isolation valves on the upstream and 

downstream side of the self-contained hydraulic control valve with at least one 

pipe spool or dismantling joint immediately adjacent to the control valve to 

enable removal of the control valve without removing the isolation valves. 

 

Service Lines and Meters 

• Public access to the metered service line is provided through the tailpiece installed on 

the private side of the meter.  The tailpiece normally extends to the right-of-way line in 

accordance with standard details, see Appendix A.  

• Upon request, the Village will provide information relative to the flow characteristics of 

the various available metered sizes, but sizing of the service line and meter is the 

responsibility of the requesting party.  However, single family dwelling units generally 

utilize a 3/4” meter.  

• Commercial minimum requirement is a 2” meter. 

• Either of two methods may be utilized in the installation of the public portion of the 

service line, including the setter and box:  

1. The Village will make the installations subsequent to formal application and 

payment of all appropriate charges.  The Village will also install the meter at this 

time if desired and appropriate.  

2. As part of the subdivision development, an approved contractor may install the 

service line and/or meter box.  An approved set of construction plans showing 

service line and/or meter box installation is required for this method.  Before the 

Village will install meters, water mains and service lines must be completed, 

including flushing and disinfection, and accepted formally in writing.  The entire 

subdivision has to be formally accepted in writing by the Village before the 

Village will install meters unless special agreements for phasing have been made.  



49 
Los Lunas Development Process Manual                                                                                                 January 01, 2025 

The Village will install the meter subsequent to formal application and payment 

of all appropriate charges upon completion and acceptance of the project.  

 

• Meters 2 inches and smaller are typically located within the public right-of way behind 

the street curb, not within the driveway or roadway. 

• A permanent easement on the landowner’s property is required for meters 3 inches and 

larger.  

• The Village will install meters only after formal application and payment of all 

appropriate charges.  

• All dwelling units must be individually metered. 

 

Fire Hydrant Protection  

General Information 

• The fire hydrant criteria which is used to determine required protection is provided by 

the Los Lunas Fire Department experience, National Fire Codes, Fire Insurance 

regulations, and Water Works practices.  

• Los Lunas’ fire prevention policies are required to: 

1. Attain adequate fire protection of life and property.  

2. Achieve orderly development of the fire hydrant protection system.  

3. Set forth guidelines and rules for development of a fire hydrant system.  

• Generally, fire hydrants are installed on mains when water lines are extended according 

to spacing criteria that varies according to proposed land use adjacent to the water line.  

These hydrants may have to be supplemented with additional hydrants when actual 

development takes place.  Necessary hydrants must be installed at the time of adjacent 

development to prevent what has happened in the past where water lines have been 

extended through undeveloped areas or unplatted land and hydrants were not installed 

at the time of adjacent development.  

• Fire hydrants shall be located within the public right-of-way where possible.  Location of 

fire hydrants on private property may be dictated by type, layout, and size of the 

development.  

• Fire hydrant requirements vary with the size and layout of buildings, building design and 

construction materials, and access from and proximity to the public right-of-way, so 

each development must be analyzed for fire hydrant needs.  

• All required fire hydrants in residential development shall provide proper fire flow 

(minimum 1500 gpm at minimum 25 psi residual pressure between two fire hydrants) 

A. Residential areas – 750 gpm with minimum 25 psi residual each from any two 

adjacent fire hydrants in the development (total fire flow of 1500 gpm with 
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minimum 25 psi residual)  

B. High density residential developments (8 units per acre of more), commercial 

developments, apartment developments, and industrial developments will 

require special studies to determine fire flow requirements.  

• Installation of hydrants shall be available for use prior to the beginning of development 

building construction, and shall conform to standard details, see Appendix A.  

• Hydrants shall be installed at the developer’s expense: 

o Extension of Village-owned water lines in accordance with Village policies.  

o Addition of fire hydrants to existing water lines.  

o Private fire lines.  

o All costs of incidental items (e.g., gate valves, removal and replacement of 

existing improvements, etc.). 

 

Hydrant Spacing Requirements 

In residential areas and mobile home parks, there shall be one hydrant at each street 

intersection with intermediate hydrants so that no one home is more than 250 ft. from a 

hydrant. 

 
Table 8: Hydrant Spacing in New Development Areas 

 
 
Table 9: Hydrant Spacing in Sparsely Developed Areas 

 
 

Materials  
All construction shall conform to the standards approved by the Albuquerque Bernalillo 

County Water Utility Authority, unless otherwise approved by the Village.  

A. Pipe   

1. Polyvinylchloride (PVC)  
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2. Ductile Iron Pipe (DIP)  

B. Valves and Valve Boxes and Fire Hydrant  

1. Valves shall be installed as per standard details, see Appendix A. 

2. Gate Valve- per AWWA C509 for buried service, mechanically retained seat 

to disc, bronze trim.  

3. Valve Box – traffic type, per standard details, see Appendix A.  

4. Fire Hydrants- per AWWA C502 traffic type, 5 ¼ inch main valve size, 2 – 2 

½ inch and 1 – 4 ½ inch nozzles with National Standard fire hose threads 

and nozzle caps. Chrome yellow.  Mueller A-423 Super Centurion fire 

hydrants shall be used exclusively in the Village of Los Lunas.  

C. Miscellaneous Appurtenances 

1. Water Line Fittings: Ductile iron.  

2. Pipe Thrust Restraint: Integral Buried Type per standard details, see 

Appendix A. 

3. Control Valves: Self-contained hydraulic control valves, if required, shall be 

provided in accordance with the requirements indicated in the Valving 

section of this Chapter.  

 

Installation Methods  

1. Trenching and backfilling per standard specifications or pipe manufacturer’s 

recommendation or standard details, see Appendix A.  

2. Compaction Testing – one test every 500 feet minimum.  Backfill in road will 

require compaction tests every 200 feet. 

 

Testing and Disinfection of Water Lines  

1. Testing – Pressure test and leakage test per AWWA C600.  

2.  Disinfection per AWWA C-601.  
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Chapter 12: Drainage 
 

General Requirements 

Established herein are on-site drainage retention design standards for all new commercial, 

industrial and subdivision development.  Additional requirements are found in the Los Lunas 

Municipal Code, Chapter 13.22 – Erosion Control, Storm Drainage and Stormwater Quality.   

 

Drainage Plan  

Criteria 

A. Each area must retain on site one hundred percent of the storm water runoff generated 

by the one hundred-year, twenty-four-hour storm.  

B. In any event, no discharge will be allowed which will be detrimental to the existing 

system.  

C. No more than 50% of the front setback shall be used for stormwater retention 

purposes.  

D. Street frontage retention areas shall maintain a maximum of six to one (6:1) slope 

unless otherwise approved by the Village engineer. 

 

Fees 

Fees for drainage plans will be assessed according to the Fee Schedule, located in Appendix E. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.loslunasnm.gov/1030/Recently-Approved-Ordinances
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Chapter 13: Landscaping Standards 
The intention of the village’s landscape design standards is to ensure all new landscaping is 

regionally appropriate and sustainable.  Water conservation, irrigation efficiency, and drought 

tolerant plant material selection are the primary goals of the design standards.  Certain species 

that increase harmful allergens are prohibited, in an effort to promote the health and well-

being of village residents.   

 

Landscape Plans 

All commercial developments which includes either new construction of an enclosed structure 

with a gross floor area greater than 500 ft², additions or remodeling of existing structures that 

disturbs more than 100 ft² of land area, or have a valuation of over $80,000 are required to 

submit a landscape plan.  Landscape plans are also required for subdivision applications where 

landscaping is proposed for entrance features, medians, or utility strips adjacent to sidewalks.   

Landscape plans are reviewed by village staff and approved by the community development 

department with the application under which they are submitted.   

 

The landscape plan will show the location of plant material on a site plan and provide for an 

ample quantity and variety of plant species. The landscape plan must include the following:  

A. Species and size of existing plant material.  

B. Extent and location of all plant material and other landscape features.  Plant material 

must be identified with labels or an understandable legend.  

C. Plant schedule including common and botanical names, size at installation, size at 

maturity, quantities, and method of transplant.  

D. All landscape features must be drawn to scale.  

E. Plan must clearly indicate proposed treatment of all ground surfaces (i.e. paving, gravel, 

turf, grading, etc.)  

F. Irrigation system operation information and water budgets based on gallons used for 

landscape plantings shall be included on the landscape plan or with attached documents 

(for list of plants and worksheet, see Village of Los Lunas Community Development 

Department). 

 

Full requirements and regulations for landscaping plans and plant materials can be found in the 

Zoning Ordinance, Section 17.44.220 – Landscape design standards.  

Plant List  

The full Los Lunas Plant List can be found in Appendix D.  This list is not all-inclusive, and new 

plants will be added to the list through periodic revisions.   

https://library.municode.com/nm/los_lunas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.44SUUSRE_17.44.220LADEST
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Water Allocation  

When preparing a landscape plan, the following table can be used as a guide to determine the 

approximate water usage of selected plants.  Amounts are listed in gallons per day, per week 

and per year. 

Table 10: Water Allocation by Plant Type Per Year 
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Contact Information 

Village of Los Lunas  
660 Main Street NW 

Los Lunas, NM 87031 

Phone: 505-839-3840  

Fax: 505-352-3580   

loslunasnm.gov  

 

NM Construction Industries Division 
Albuquerque Office 

5500 San Antonio Dr., Suite F 

Albuquerque, NM 87109 

Phone: 505-222-9801 

rld.nm.gov 

 

NM Environmental Department  
475 Courthouse Rd. SE, Suite B 

Los Lunas, NM 87031  

Phone: 505-841-5280  

env.nm.gov 

 

NM Department of Transportation   
7500 Pan American Frwy NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87109-1750  

Phone: 505-934-0354 

dot.nm.gov 

 

Middle Rio Grande Conservancy 

District  
1931 2nd St. SW 

Albuquerque, NM 87102 

Phone: 505-247-0234 

mrgcd.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Village Utilities 
Water and Sewer 

Los Lunas Public Works Department 

505-839-3857 

 

Franchise Utilities 
PNM –Electric 

pnm.com 

 

New Mexico Gas Co. 

mmgco.com 

 

CenturyLink/Lumen 

centurylink.com 

 

Comcast Xfinity 

xfinity.com 

 

Plateau Telecommunications 

plateautel.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.loslunasnm.gov/
https://www.rld.nm.gov/construction-industries/find-a-bureau/bureaus/rules-laws-and-building-codes/
https://www.env.nm.gov/
https://www.dot.nm.gov/contact-us/districts/district-3/
https://www.mrgcd.com/
https://www.pnm.com/web/pnm.com/home
https://www.nmgco.com/en/nmgco_home
https://www.centurylink.com/
https://www.xfinity.com/overview
https://www.plateautel.com/
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APPENDIX A: 

STANDARD DETAILS 
AND FIGURES 

 

CLICK HERE FOR FULL SET STANDARD DETAILS IN HIGH 

RESOLUTION PDFs 

https://www.loslunasnm.gov/1137/VLL-Standard-Details-Only
https://www.loslunasnm.gov/1137/VLL-Standard-Details-Only
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Standard Detail 113 1: Typical Street and Intersection 



58 
Los Lunas Development Process Manual                                                                                                 January 01, 2025 

  

Standard Detail 113 2: Typical Street Sections (Residential) 
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Standard Detail 113 3: Typical Street Sections (Arterial) 
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Standard Detail 113 4: Paving Curb and Gutter 

 

 

  



61 
Los Lunas Development Process Manual                                                                                                 January 01, 2025 

Standard Detail 113 5: Paving Drivepads 
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 Standard Detail 113 6: Paved Sidewalk Design 
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 Standard Detail 113 7: Paved Sidewalk Obstructions 
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Standard Detail 113 8: Paving Concrete Valley Gutter 
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Standard Detail 113 9: Standard Street Sign 
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Standard Detail 114 1: Primary Utility Locations in Streets 
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Standard Detail 114 2: Parallel Lines Detail and Crossed Lines Detail 
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Standard Detail 114 3: Standard Trench Compaction Details 
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Standard Detail 114 4: Fire Hydrant Detail 
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Standard Detail 114 5: Valve Box and Concrete Valve Support Details 
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Standard Detail 114 6: Service Connection and Meter Box 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



72 
Los Lunas Development Process Manual                                                                                                 January 01, 2025 

 

Standard Detail 114 7: Pipe Thrust Restraint Details 
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Standard Detail 114 8: Eccentric Cone Manhole and Drop Manhole Details 
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Standard Detail 114 9: Shallow Manhole and Clean Out Details 
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Standard Detail 114 10: Sewer Service Connection Detail 
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Standard Detail 114 11: Sewer Service Line Details for Manholes 
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Standard Detail 114 12: Manhole Ring, and Steps 
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Standard Detail 114 13: Water Sampling Station 
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Standard Detail 115 1: Street Lights and Foundations Detail 1 
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Standard Detail 115 2: Street Lights and Foundations Detail 2 
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Standard Detail 116 1: Trash Enclosure Page 1   
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Standard Detail 116 2: Trash Enclosure Page 2 
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Standard Detail 116 3: Trash Enclosure Page 3 
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APPENDIX B: 

IMPACT FEE TABLES 
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Figure 3: Water & Sewer Impact Fees 

 

Figure 4: Parks Impact Fees 

 

Figure 5: Impact Fee Adjustments by Land Use Type 
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APPENDIX C: 

TABLE OF PERMISSIBLE 
USES 
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Table 11: Table of Permissible Uses 

  



88 
Los Lunas Development Process Manual                                                                                                 January 01, 2025 

 



89 
Los Lunas Development Process Manual                                                                                                 January 01, 2025 

 



90 
Los Lunas Development Process Manual                                                                                                 January 01, 2025 

APPENDIX D: 

PLANT LIST 
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Table 12: Los Lunas Plant List 
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APPENDIX E:  

FEE SCHEDULE 
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APPENDIX F:  

APPLICATION 
CLOSEOUT AND PUBLIC 

HEARING SCHEDULE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



97 
Los Lunas Development Process Manual                                                                                                 January 01, 2025 

 

 


